LABOR DAYS

By JACK SCHIERENBECK

‘To awoken in all teachers a laber consciousness and o sense of selidarity with laber.” -1 o 1940

Against the grain

Pioneer female board carpenter
fights for job — again

By JACK SCHIERENBECK

nn Jochems admits she's no
angel. That she showed bad
juclgrnent. That she lied and
even falsified official docu
menis.

Snill, Jochems swears she's being rail
roaded; that the real cnme is what was
dome o her over the lagi 16 vears

As o Board of Education school facili-
ties carpentes afnd now SUPEFVISOR, whe
dared to crack the fother-and-son, iesios-
[Erone {"l:|1|Ih:|.II1:.! 'I'\-|:|'.I||'|r|‘!'_ traces with i
high-payving, generally unionized jobs.
Fell wour story walking, says the board,
which wanis io fire her,

The cige agmins Jochems 1% thas: Acl
ing on an anonymouas tip that she was not
in her office during work hours, investiga
tors from Special Investigations Comumis-
sioner Edward Siancik's office went [ook
img for her. Sure enough, she wasn't
where she was supposed (o he

On 10 occasions over a four-monih pe
fied, investignlors found the 51-year-cld
Tochems either in her car, sometimes read
ing a newspaper, or altending noonday
meciings of Alcoholics Anonymous.

Charged with a criminal-sounding
“theft-of-services,” Jochems is fighting o
save her _|:||!:-.

Again? Whal else 15 new’

The Board of Education |:r|'||:|[|,;~:.-~.. 115
own crafis Pl.'l'l]"'l.l.' o do minor mainie-
mance and repair of the schools
thing from fixing buckling Aoor tilesTo re
|"1'-'-l'”'l: Hakimg |'|'-.-.-.||'| A one of |||1|:l| Esin

F

ENVETY

wiomen carpenters — oul of 234) who
wiork for the board and the board’s only
female supervisor of any of the building
tricdes, she's holed an ||'!|:I-h-:'-:. w=Cluh tra
dition of discriminabon enforced by co
workers and endorsed by unions and boss-
ey ilike -

Of course, it didn’t help thit Jochems
1% an apen leshian if heterosexuals
could have photos of girlfriends on their
degk, why couldn 1 she? whnch rabhed
muany of her more culturally conservative
-.'r:-llq:!i._'u-!'.x the w TOnE Wiy

“From the beginning they ve made her
Ife adiving hell,” says a former male ©o-
worker, who dida't want his name wsed.
“In didn't mntter thad she knew ber stuli
She was o woman and that was enough for
them to abuse her. They do that to women,
especially anyone who stands up and
-i|1|':|l:~: oul aboul what's r||!:|‘|| 'Ihr::.' -
come a target.”

J':|r|.t-:'l iz the rugln wiord. What elze
weoni Jrou call 11 whien |,':|r|_'. o 1m her
board career, & supervisor ordered her to
minke @ ||.||:|_y_r1||1|t cul of a 12-{oo1 board
with a table saw, knowing full well that
safety called for the cut o be done by two
'|'\-F.|I'|'||r'"

What else would vou call it when a
well-buili male co-worker intenfionally
drowve his shoulder into ithe 5-foot-T, 135-
F|11l.||1-.|. Ii:ll."'htﬁ:l‘\.. alimoal I.II"iIlI':'i”ll'lF her
shoulder’!

Or when workers in a Board of Ed van
deliberately gunned the engine and
swerved up onto the sidewalk™ Just miss-

ing her, they drove off langhing.

Pretty funny, huh?

Sexual harassment? Walls of sexually
explicit photos were just the tullating tip
of a pervasive and permicious male-locker-
oy gestali, Add io it a consiani stream of
crude comments aboot women in general

“those [female gemitiha] in the coffee
truck”™ to miore FI'I.'I"'\-I:'|I1I'.| arifl *“Too bad
you don’t have any [breasis]”™ — to lunid
speculation aboul her personal e, Even
eruder was the conversalion fHece 1 the
carpeniers’ shop: a piant carved penis
|1I.s|.|'|| im the middle of the coffee 1able
that, Jochem heard, was dedicated to her

As pinnful as all of this abuse was, 1
was the sheer solation of the job that hor
Jochems the most. “Carpentry is, for the
miost part, a partner tracde, But for years |
had to work alone,” she says in o voice
'.'I.I..'kll1j: '-l.1!!l i) ER]AREE ';I'.r' rr|.':|||'. |1II"¢'|- (4] ]
school holidays, while all the other car
penleérs wiorked |||F-rll||'|. she was el
alone all day in an emply school building.
1 |‘||':-.' treated me like o 'Ii;'Fh.-r._" she says

S0 what about her being out of the of-
hice, reading newspapers in her car, the so-
called “theft of servicesT”

The answer 15 simple, said lochems
Her office became so iniolerable she took
refuge in nearby diners and her car to do
stacks of paperwork and whit's more,
il was her boss® udea

li's also true that sometimes she ex
tended her 30-imunte lunch break to il
tend noon meetings of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. She sdmiiz 1o !:ll-lhi|11_' her daily
ttinerury sheels to show she was on com
pany business during those meeting Himes
But Jochems maintains that she never ne-
glected her duties and s being singled oul
for selective prosecution when male col-
lengues routinely take similar liberties,

"What™ she atks, “Am | the n1||:I -
pervisor who reads the paper or gets back
late from lunch™ As for the lving aboui
her whereahbouts, she claims that “fudg-
ing"” times it standard procedure and an
open seeret at the board's maintenance di

Could this happen to you?

F1T members are protecied
from the type of sexual ha-
rassment sullered by the
Board of Education carpenter re-
ported about in Labor Days. The

provision In the contract dealing
with this issue can be foond in Arti-

cle 23 nnder “special Complainis™
an page 1 4, H'_H:lll: think Vil are a
victim of similar abuse,; consult voor
chapier leader about filing a griev-
anee.

VIRGN

Besides, savs Jochems, whether the
charges are trumped wp or net, the punish
meni losing her job 5wy oul of
line with the crime, Alter all, she
out, iwo Board of Ed carpeniers were dis
covered i 1997 1o have |'-.:-.|||:'|| ther
timesheets by 45 minutes on ot least 49
pocations, Their r|1||11'-||:|r|1'|'|r' A Al-adavy
suspension without pay

Jochems hos already served her M-day
SHspEnsion il first disciplinary sction
in her 1 yeir caresr at Ihe baoard wniid
been hanished as of last August (o snotler
office, where she no longer supervises any
wiork crews

The cruel irony i all of this is thai be
fore everyihing blew up, Ann Jochems
wilin :||||':|-:!:n.' has i mescciabe s |:|:'I!_'r|'|_' m
'.‘.lﬂﬂj\'.IlEk.il‘lll.' and is ﬁlli"\:]til'lg.' a Fnasier’s
in labor relations —had taken and possed
the very demanding supervisor of me
chames exam which would have made her
cligible to supervise all the various build
ing trades, not just carpenters. Among the
miany hundreds of supervisors who sat [og
the exam, Jochem was the only woman
Mosi fniled; she scored near the (op

Mone of this seems to matter to the
hoard, which al & Jan, 9 hearing siuck 1o
its demand that Jochems be fired

Another heari g 15 50 heduled Lo
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